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[bookmark: _Toc228519642]Part 1: About this document
Thank you for volunteering in your church.
This document will help you to learn about safeguarding in church. 
It tells you what safeguarding is. And what a safeguarding concern is. 
[image: ]Safeguarding means keeping people safe from harm and abuse.
[image: ]You will have a chance to do a quiz. You will have a chance to try out what you have learned.
[image: ]This is what the Bible says about safeguarding
[image: ]In the Bible, Jesus tells people to care for each other.
[image: ]Psalm 82 says: ‘Help those who have pain and trouble to receive the help that they need.’
Proverbs 31 says: ‘Help people who are in trouble. Stand up for what you know is right and judge all people fairly.’
[image: ]People in church must also do what the law says. They might have to tell the Police or Social Services if they have safeguarding concerns. 
[image: ]Safeguarding is very serious. But you don’t need to worry. 
[image: ]This document will tell you what you need to do about safeguarding concerns.

[bookmark: _Toc228519643]Part 2: What is safeguardingAbuse  is when someone is made to feel hurt, upset or scared
We need to make sure we are keeping people safe 
in church. 
Safeguarding
 means keeping people safe from 
being hurt, 
abused,
 or 
neglected
.



We need to look out for signs that a person is being 
hurt, 
abused
, or 
neglected
.
Neglect  is when someone is not being cared for or supported


[bookmark: _Toc228519644]What is a safeguarding concern
[image: ]A safeguarding concern is when you think someone is being hurt, abused, or neglected.
[image: ]It is sometimes called bullying. People can be bullied by what someone does, or by what someone says.
[image: ]Some types of abuse are against the law. The police may need to be involved. 
There are different types of abuse
Physical abuse
Physical 
abuse 
is when someone hurts a 
person physically.
It can be hitting or kicking someone.
It can be using a weapon or an object to hurt them. 
You might see that someone has a cut or a bruise. 
Or they might tell you that someone has hurt them.


Sexual abuse
Sexual 
abuse
 is:
• 
Touching someone’s private parts in ways they do 
not want or like.
• 
Making someone do sexual things that make 
them angry, scared, or sad.
• 
Showing someone videos or photos of sex that 
they do not want to see.
If someone is being sexually 
abused
, they might 
be very upset. They might decide to tell you about 
it.


Emotional or psychological abuse
Emotional or psychological 
abuse
 can be saying 
hurtful things to someone. It can be shouting at 
someone or threatening them. 
It can be forcing someone to do something. It can 
be tricking someone into doing something.
If a person is being emotionally 
abused
, they might 
seem frightened of someone. They might try to 
keep away from that person. 


Financial abuse
Financial 
abuse
 is:
• 
Taking money or things from someone 
without asking.
• 
Telling someone how to spend their money.
• 
Making someone buy presents.
You might hear someone say that this has 
happened to them. They might say they do not 
have any money. They might tell you they cannot 
afford to buy the things they need. 


Neglect
Neglect
 is when someone is not being cared for 
properly. It is when they are not given what they 
need, such as food or medicine. 
It is called self-neglect when someone does not 
care for themselves. 
You might notice that someone is not very clean or 
is wearing dirty clothes. They might tell you they are 
not getting the help they need. 

[image: ][image: ]It is important to remember that people can be hurt or abused in many different ways. 
We need to do our best to keep people safe in our church. 


[bookmark: _Toc228519645]Quiz
[image: ]This quiz will help us to talk about what we have learned so far.
Think about what is happening. Is it a safeguarding concern? 
You can answer Yes, No or I don’t know
1. [image: ]Someone is being kicked or punched.	   ☐Yes
☐No 
☐ I don’t know

2. [image: ]Someone is stealing money.
☐Yes
☐No
☐ I don’t know
3. [image: ]A child falls over and hurts their arm.
☐Yes
☐No
☐ I don’t know


4. [image: ]A couple are shouting at each other.
☐Yes
☐No
☐I don’t know
5. [image: ]Someone has a bruise, and they will not tell you what happened.
☐Yes
☐No
☐I don’t know


6. [image: ]A group of young people are bullying someone at the Youth Group.
☐Yes
☐No
☐I don’t know
7. [image: ]A child is sitting on their own and not joining in with the games.			☐Yes

☐No
☐I don’t know

[image: ]
8. Someone trips over a cable in the church office.
☐Yes
☐No
 ☐I don’t know 

[bookmark: _Toc228519646]Part 3: What to do about safeguarding concerns in church
[image: ]It is important to know what to do if: 
· Someone tells you they are being hurt or abused.
· You think someone is being hurt or abused. 
If someone tells you they are being hurt or abused:
· Try to keep calm. 
· Tell them you are taking this seriously. 
[image: ]	Tell them they did the right thing in telling you. 
· [image: ]Tell them that you will need to tell the person in charge of safeguarding in your church. Tell them that this person will be able to help. 
· [image: ]Do not tell anyone else, because the information is confidential. This means it is private. You should only tell the person who will help them.



If you think someone is being hurt or abused, because of something you have seen or heard:
· [image: ][image: ]Tell the person in charge of safeguarding in your church. Add a photo of this person and their name.
· [image: ][image: ]If that person is not at church, tell another church 	leader. Add a photo of this person and their name
 
[image: ]
· Do not tell anyone else, because the information is confidential. This means it is private. You should only tell the person who will help them.
Here are 2 short stories that will help you try out what we have learned so far
Bob’s story
Bob helps with the children during the church 
service on Sunday. After the service, Bob sees a 
bruise on a child’s face.
What should Bob do?
Bob should tell the person in charge of safeguarding 
in the church. 
If he can, Bob should tell them on the same day. 
If the person in charge of safeguarding is not there, 
Bob should tell another church leader.
Bob should not tell anyone else, because the 
information is confidential.

Harriet’s story 
Fred and Elsie are in church. They are having an 
argument. Fred looks angry. Elsie looks scared.
 
Fred and Elsie live together.
Harriet sees this happening. What should 
Harriet do?
Harriet should take what she has seen seriously. 
Harriet should tell the person in charge of 
safeguarding in the church. 
If she can, Harriet should tell them on the 
same day. 
If the person in charge of safeguarding is not there, 
Harriet should tell another church leader.
Harriet should not tell anyone else, because the 
information is confidential.

[bookmark: _Toc228519647]Part 4: Getting help if you have a safeguarding concern
[image: ]If you have a safeguarding concern, it is important to get help.
[image: ]All types of abuse can be scary and upsetting. It is important to get help: 
· If you are worried about yourself.
· If you are worried about someone else.
[image: ]This is the person in charge of safeguarding in your church. They will be able to help. You can tell them about:
· What has happened. 
· What you have seen.
· What someone has told you.
· Where it happened.
· When it happened.
[image: ]They will listen to you and take what you tell them seriously. They will write down what you say.
[image: ]The church cannot keep secrets. But we can make sure that what you tell us is confidential. The only people who will know about it are the people who can help. 
[image: ]If someone is in danger right now, you should call the police. You should call them straight away on 999. 
[image: ]Then you should tell the person in charge of safeguarding in your church. If you can, you should tell them on the same day. 
Here is another story to help us try out what we have learned
The story is about 2 friends in the church.
 
Rebecca is 14 years old. She has a friend called 
Millie. They always chat together in church. 
 
Millie notices that Rebecca has become very quiet. 
She is often in a bad mood. Millie is sure she has not 
upset her. 
Millie knows that Rebecca’s mum is ill. 
When Rebecca is in church, she does not want to 
talk to Millie. 
She has started to look very untidy. Her jeans are 
dirty, and her top has stains on it.
 
Millie notices a bruise on Rebecca’s arm.
 
Millie asks Rebecca how her mum is. Rebecca does 
not answer and she walks away.




This is what happened next in the story
Millie told the person in charge of safeguarding in 
the church. 
They found out that things were difficult at 
home because Rebecca’s mum was ill. Rebecca 
got a bruise on her arm when she was trying to 
help her mum. 
The person in charge of safeguarding spoke to the 
doctor and the social services team. 
Now Rebecca and her mum are getting help at 
home. Millie and Rebecca are spending time 
together again as friends. Millie feels happy that she 
was able to get help for her friend.

[bookmark: _Toc228519648]Part 5: Important thing to remember about safeguarding
The most important thing to remember is this:
[image: ]• If you are worried about something you see or hear, tell the person in charge of safeguarding in your church. 







[image: ]

Page 2
Page 3
image85.png




image86.png




image87.png




image88.png




image89.png




image90.png




image91.png




image92.png




image93.png
CONFIDEN AI.




image94.png




image1.png




image95.png




image96.png




image97.png




image98.png




image99.png




image100.png




image101.png




image102.png
CONFIDEN AI.




image103.png




image104.png




image2.png




image105.png




image106.png




image107.png




image108.png




image109.png




image110.png
Important




image111.png




image112.jpg




image113.png




image114.png




image3.png
|
") BAPTISTS
TOGETHER




image115.png




image116.png




image117.png




image118.png




image119.png




image120.png
NN\

i«//




image121.png




image122.png




image123.png




image124.png




image4.png
YR EGLWYSQTHE CHURCH

yne NGHYMRU <IN WALES




image125.png




image126.png




image127.png




image128.png




image129.png




image130.png




image131.png




image5.png
|
") BAPTISTS
TOGETHER




image6.png
YR EGLWYSQTHE CHURCH

yne NGHYMRU <IN WALES




image7.jpg




image8.png




image9.png




image10.png
BAPTISTS
TOGETHER




image11.png
=

Hawdd ei Ddeall Cymru
Easy Read Wales





image12.png




image13.png




image14.png




image15.png




image16.png




image17.png




image18.png




image19.png




image20.png




image21.jpg




image22.jpg




image23.jpg




image24.png




image25.jpg




image26.png




image27.png
teeewrrneend





image28.png




image29.png




image30.png




image31.png




image32.png




image33.png




image34.png




image35.png




image36.png




image37.png




image38.png




image39.png




image40.png




image41.png




image42.png




image43.png




image44.png




image45.png




image46.png




image47.png




image48.png




image49.png




image50.png




image51.png




image52.png




image53.png




image54.png




image55.png




image56.png




image57.png




image58.png




image59.png




image60.png




image61.png
(v

oo N

T




image62.png




image63.png




image64.png
(v

oo N

T




image65.png




image66.png




image67.png




image68.png




image69.png




image70.png




image71.png




image72.png




image73.png




image74.png




image75.png




image76.png




image77.png




image78.png




image79.png




image80.png




image81.png




image82.png




image83.png
NN\

i«//




image84.png




